
History of the Christmas tree

The popular Goose Feather Tree was invented in the 1BB0s in Germany

to combat the damage being done to fir trees at Christmas time. The first

brush trees were created in the US by the Addis Brush Company. The

Tom Smith Cracker Company - named after the inventor of Christmas

crackers - also produced artificial Christmas trees for a while.

Every year since 1947 the people in Oslo have given a Christmas tree to the city of

Westminster. The gift is an expression of goodwill and gratitude for Britain's help to

Norway during WWll.

The US tradition of National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony on the White House

lawn was started in 1923 by President Calvin Coolidge.

Legend of Christmas tree tinsel

The legend of the tinsel on the Christmas tree tells about a woman who had to care

for a large family of children after her husband died. One Christmas, she prepared a

tree to surprise the children. But because she worked alone to bring food to the table,

she often had to work late into the night. When she wanted to bring the Christmas

tree out, she saw that spiders had made webs all over it, from branch to branch. The

Christ Child saw it and to spare her from sorrow, He changed the spiders' webs into

shining silver.
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